C-Tip™
Tips for Convenience

Practical guide to using the C-Tip™
Checklist before the test:
AFIAS-6 machine: power on, calibrated & ready for test.
AFIAS test cartridges: at room temperature at least 30 minutes before the test.
AFIAS C-Tips™ : kindly check the volume. Some tests use 50 µL while others use 10 µL.
Lancing device with appropriate lancets.
Alcohol cotton swabs, bandage, appropriate disposing container, etc.

Selecting the length of lancet@:
Adult patients:
A lancet slightly shorter than the estimated depth needed should be used because the pressure
compresses the skin; thus, the puncture depth will be slightly deeper than the lancet length.
In a finger-prick, the depth should not go beyond 2.4 mm, so a 2.2 mm lancet is the longest
length typically used.

Ordering information:

C-tip

10 µL

Cat #: CFPO-91

C-tip

50 µL

Cat #: CFPO-92

CRP & HbA1c only

Pediatric and neonatal patients:
In heel-pricks, the depth should not go beyond 2.4 mm. For premature neonates, a 0.85 mm
lancet is available. The recommended depth for a finger-prick is 1.5 mm (child over 6 months
and below 8 years); and 2.4 mm (child over 8 years).

Choice of site@:

AFIAS C-Tip™ patent pending
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Heel-prick

Finger-prick

Adult patient

-

Always finger-prick.

Pediatric and
neonatal patients

Birth to about 6 months and
from 3–10 kg.

Over 6 months and greater than 10 kg.

Placement of lancet

On the medial or lateral plantar
surface. Posterior heel should be
avoided, to reduce the risk of hitting
the bone.

On the side of the ball of the finger
perpendicular to the lines of the
fingerprint.

Recommended finger

-

Second and third finger (i.e. middle and
ring finger); avoid the thumb and index
finger because of calluses, and avoid the
little finger because the tissue is thin.

AFIAS C-Tip™ Quick Reference Guide

This is not a complete package insert. For more
detailed instructions, please refer to package insert.

I. Preparations

Power-on the AFIAS-6 instrument.
Ensure proper volume C-Tip™ is
available (10 µL or 50 µL).

Select the C-TipTM mode. Do not run a
C-TipTM sample in the General mode.

Insert all the required cartridges in the
bay slots. Keep a note of the locations
and the patient IDs. Do not insert any
tip in the ‘Tip’ cavity of the cartridge.

Place all collection materials on top
of a disposable pad. Open the lancet,
alcohol swabs, gauze, bandage, and
other items. Have all items ready for
blood collection.

Wash hands thoroughly. Put on
well-fitting gloves.

II. Specimen collection

10 µL

Select an appropriate site for collection.
You may gently massage the area around
this site to increase blood flow. Do not
squeeze the site and surrounding areas.

Wipe the site with sterilizing agent.
Allow the site to air dry. Get the lancing
device, bandage & cotton swab ready.

Ensure patient is not mobile & hold
the finger/heel firmly. Prick the site.

Apply slight pressure in surrounding
area to start the blood flow. Wipe-off
the first drop of blood with a fresh
cotton swab.

Again apply slight pressure Touch the
capillary tip portion of the C-Tip™.
Fill this portion completely with blood.
Do not collect blood beyond the capillary
part.

50 µL

Wipe-off excess blood from the site.
Apply appropriate bandage to cover the
skin puncture. Ensure proper biohazard
disposal of lancet, swabs, etc.

III. Run the test

Precautions

Select the C-TipTM mode.
Insert C-Tip™ immediately into the
corresponding cartridge – ‘Tip’ cavity.

Press corresponding ‘Start’ on the
screen immediately. When the slot is
ready, the ‘Start’ button is blue in color;
else red color.

Enter the patient ID and click confirm.
For the next sample, use the other bay.
You can re-use the current bay when the
‘Start’ buttons turn blue in color.

1. C-TipTM function is only applicable when the machine is operating under the C-Tip™ mode
(refer to AFIAS-6 manual for instructions on how to activate C-TipTM mode).
2. Confirm the volume of the C-Tip™ applicable to the parameter you wish to test - 10 µL or 50 µL.
3. C-Tip™ should be used with heel/finger-prick fresh whole blood sample only. For serum/plasma and tube
blood; use the regular procedure (sample loading into the ‘Sample’ cavity).
4. C-Tip™ should be loaded into a cartridge hole immediately in order to avoid blood clotting.
5. After a C-Tip™ is loaded, press START button immediately to avoid clotting.
6. Excess blood outside a C-Tip™ should be wiped off before loading C-Tip™ on to the cartridge.
7. C-TipTM is not re-usable.

